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CHAPTER TIL
A NIGHT'S WORK ON THE ALKALI PLAINS

I horried AMiss Callen into the car,
and, after Lolting the rear door, took
down my winchester from ifs rack.

“I'm potug forveanl’ I told her,
“and will tell my Loys to bolt the front
door; so you'll be as safe'in boere as in
Chiocago.”"

In another minnte I was on my front
platform. Dropping dovn between the
two cars, I crept along beside—indeed
half under—NMr, Cullen’sspocinl, After
my previcus coneclusion, my surprise
enn be judged when at the farther end
I found the two Britishers and Albert
Cullen standing there, in the most ex-
posed tion posaible. T joined them,
muttunp":; to myself somothing sboct
Providence and fools

CAw, ' drawled Cullen, “here’s Mr,
Gordon, just too late for the spory, b
Jove, "'

“Well,” reld Lord Ralles, “we've
had o hand fn this deal, Mr. Saperin-
tendent, and haven't been potted. The
geoundrels broke for cover the moment
wo opened fire, "'

By this time there were 20 passeiw

about our group, all of them ask-

g questions at once, making it diffi-
oult to learn just what had happened,
but so far a8 I conld picce the answers
togethor the poker players' curicsity
had been aronsod by the long stop, and,
looking ount, they had seen o single man,
with n rifle, standing by the engine.
Instantly arming themselves, Lord
Ralles let fily both barrels at him, and
in tom was the target for the first four
shots I had heard. Tho shooting had
brought the rest of the robbers tumbling
off the cars, and the captain and Callen
had fired the rest of the shots ab thom
a8 they scattered. I didn't stop to lear
more, but went forward to sco whing the
rond agents had got away with,

1 found the express ngont - tied hand
and foot in the comer of Uis car, and,
telling o brakeman who ,Tind followed
mo to set him at liberiy, I tarned my
attention to the sufe. That the diversion
had not come o moment too. soon was
shown by thoe dyngiunite eartridgo already
in place and bystho fuse that 1oy on tho
floor, as if drgpped suddenly. Dat thoe
safe was intact,

Passing into tho mail car, T found the
clerk tied o a post, with a mail sack
pulled ovér his head, and the utmost
coufu‘:inn among the ponches and sort-
ing codnpartments, while seattered over
the fifyor wore o grent many letters. Sot-

rhim at liberty, I nsked him if he
auld tell whether mail had been taken,

cand, after o glance at tho confasion, he

gaid he could not know till he had ex-
amined.

Having taken stock of the harm done,
I'began nsking questions. Just after we
had left S8anders two masked men had
entered the mail car and while ane cov-
ered the clerk with o revolver thio other
haa tied and **sacked’ him. Two more
had gone forward and done the same to
the express agent.  Another had climbed
over the tender and ovdered the ruuner
to hold up. All this was the regular pro-
gramme, a8 I had explained to Miss
Cullen, but here had been o variation
which I had never heard of being done
and of which I conldn’t fathom tho &b-
ject. When the train had been stopped,
the man on the tender had ordered the
firemnan to dump his fire, and now it was
lying in the roadbed and tireatening to
burn through the tics, go my first oxder
was to extinguish it and my socond was
to start a new fire and got up steam as
quickly us possible, From all I conld
learn there were cight men  concerned
in the attgupt, and, I confess I shook
iy Wedd Th Puzel@aent why ifiat num-
ber ghonld have allowed thomsclves to
be seared off so easily.

My wonderment grew when I ealled
on the conductor for his tickets, These
showoed nothing but two from Albu-
quergquo, one Irom Laguni ana ronr
from Coolidge. This Intter wonld have
looked hopeful bat for the fact (hat it
was a party of three women and a man.
Going back beyond Loy didn't give
anything, for the condunotor was able to
ncconnt for every fare as either gtill in
the train or us having got off ab some
point. My only conclusion was that the
robbers had socaked on to the platforms
at Sanders, and I gave the oaréw a good
dressing down for their carelessness. Of
conrse they insisted it was impossible,
but thay were bonnd to do that.

Going back to 87, I got my telegraph
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*Line cut, Mr. Gordon,”' came from
overhewd at this point, making Miss
Cullert jump with surprise,

Ly t was that?'’ she asked.
wined to her, and, aftor making
connections, I ealled Sanders. Much to
my surprise, the agent responded. I
was 50 nstonished that for a moment I
could not believe the fact.

*“This is the gueerest hold up of which
I ever ' 1 said to Miss Cullen.

“Aw, in What respect’’ asked Albert
Cullen’s voice, and, looking up, I found
that he and quite o number of the pas-
sengers had joined us.

“Tipe road ngents make us dump our
fire,"" 1 snid, “‘and yet they haven't cut
the wires in either direction. 1 con’t see
how they ean escape us. "

“What fun!" eried Miss Cullen.

“I don't seo what difference either
makes in their chance of escaping, '’ said
Lord Ralles,

While he was speaking I ticked off
the nows of our being held up and aslked
the agent if thero had been any men
nbout Sanders, or if he had scen any one
board the train there, His answer wos
positive that no one could have done so,
and that settled itas to Sanders. T sked
the sawe guestions of Allavtown, agd

I found the t.'.rpﬂsz t!;jt‘l‘l! tied hand and
oo,

Wingate, which were the 6nly pilices wo
had stopped at after leaving Coolidge,
gotting the same answere. That eight
men could have remained concealed on
any of the platforms from that point
was impossible, and I began to suspect
magic. Then I ealled Coolidge and told
of the hold up, after which I telegraphed
the agent at Navajo Springs to notify
the commmander at Fort Definnce, for I
suspeotad the road agents would mako
for the Navajo reservation. Finally I
called Flagstaff ns I had Coolidge, di-
rected that the anthorities be notified of
the fucts and ordered o special to bring
out the sheriff and posse,

“I don't think," said Miss Callen,
“that I an a bit more curions than most
peopla, but it has nearly moade mo fran-
tio to have yon tick away on that little
machine and hear it tick back and not
understand o word, "’

After that I had to tell her what I
had said dud learned. ?

‘“How clever of you to think of connt-

people got on and off! I never shonld
have thought of either,’' she suid.

*It hasn’t helpod me much,”* I langh-
ed rather grimly, “except to eliminate
every possible clew.”’

**They probably did steal on at one of
the stops, " said a passengoer.

1 shook my hoad. **There isn't o stick
of timber nor & place of conconlment on
these alkali plains,' I replied, *‘and it
was bright moonlight till an hour ago.
It wonld be hard erough for ono man
to got within a milo of the station with-
out being seen, and it wounld be impossi-
blo for soven or eight.”'

“How do yon know the number?'
asked a passenger,

“Idon’t,’”’ Isaid. **“That's the num-
ber the ecrew think thero were, but 1
myself don't believe it. "

“Why don’t you belicve the men?”
asked Miss Cuallen,

“Fivst, boenuss there is always a tend-
ency to magnify, and, next, because
the rond agonts ran away so quickly.”

1 counted at least sevon, ' said
Ralles,

““Well, Lord Ralles, ' I snid, *‘I don't
want to dispute your eyesight, but if
they hand boon that strong they wonld
never havo bolted, and if you want to

when I entoh those chape weo'll find there
weren't more than three or four of
them. "

*Done ' gaid he,

Leaving the group, 1 went forward to
got tho report of the mail agent, Hoa had
put things to rights and told me that,
thoogh the mail had been pretty badly
mixoed up, only one pouch at worst had
been riflod. This, the ono for registerod
mudl, had been ent open; but, as if to
inorease tho mystery, the letters had
boen seattered, nnopened, about tho car,
only throe oot of the whole being miss.
ing, and those very probably had fall.

 en into the pigeonholes and would be

found on & moroe careful search.

I confeas 1 ensier to think
that tho road ts hnd got away with
nothing, and wns so pleased that I went
back to the wire to send the news of it
that the fact might be included in the
press dispatohes. The moon had sqt, and

.
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cowentehor and lay down on the ground
ngood 16 feot away. His having his
arm around Miss Cullen's waist un-
gteadied her so that she would have
fallen, too, if I hadn't put my hand
against her shoulder. I longed to put it
about her, but by this time I wanted to
do only what I thought she would wish
and so restrained myself.,

Before I had time to finish an apology
to Miss Cullen the fellow was upon his
feet and came at me with an exclama-
tion of anger: In my surprise at recog-
nizing the voice as that of Lord Relles
I almost neglected to tuke cure of my-
gelf; but, though he was guoick with his
fists, I caught him by the wrists as he
elosd, nod he had no chance after that
sgaiust a fellow of my weight.

““Oh, don’t quarrcl!” eried Miss Cul-

len.

Holding him, I said, '‘Lord Ralles, 1
overheard what Miss Cullen was snying,
and sapposing some man was insulting
her I acted a8 I did."” Then I let go of
him and, turning, said, *'Iam very sor-
ry, Migs Cullen, if I did anything the
cireumstanees did not warrant,'' while
cursing myself for my precipitancy and
for not thinking that Miss Cullen wonld
never have been canght in snch a plight
with o man unless she had been half
willing, for s givl does not mercly
threaten to call for help if she reclly
wants aid, 1

Lord Ralles wasn't muoch mollified by
my explanation. *‘You're too much in
o horry, my man,’ he growled, speak-
ing to me us if I were oo servant. "Be a
bit more careful in the future, "’

I think I should have retorted—for
his manner was enough to make o saint
mad—if Miss Cullen hadn't spoken.

‘“You tried to help me, Mr, Gordon,
and I am deeply grateful for that,' she
paid. The words look simple enough set
down bere.  Buat the tone in which sho
gaid them and the extended hand and
the gratefal little squecze she gave my
fingera all seemd to express so much
that 1 was more puzzled over them than
I was over the robbery.

CHAPTER 1V.

EOME RATHER QUEER ROAD ACENTS,

“¥You had better come back to the ear,
Miss Cullen,' remarked Lord Ralles
after o pause,

But she declined to do so, Saying she
wanted to know what I was going to
telegraph. And he left us, for which I
wasn't sorry. 1 told her of the good
news I had to send, and she wanted to
know if now we would fry to cateh the
rond agents, I sot her mind at rest on
that score,

“I think they'll give us very littlo
trouble to bag,” I added, **for they aro
80 green that it's almost pitifal.

“In nobentiing the wires?"' she nsked.

““In evorything, *' I replicd. **But tho
worst Loteh s their waiting 11l we had
just passed the Avizonaline. If they had
I held us upan hoar carlier, it would only
| have been state’s prison. '’

L And what will it Lo now?"’

“Hanging. "'

“What?' ericd Miss Callen.

“In New Moexico train rebbing is not
capitul, but in Arvizonn it is, " I told her,

“And it you catch thom they'll be
hung?'* she nsked.

.'ng. "

*That scems very hard, ™

Thoe first signs of dawn wore begin.
| ning to show by this time, and as the
! gy brightened T told Miss Collen that I
| was going to look for tho trail of the
| fogitives, Shosnid ghe wonld walk with
| me, if not in the way, and my assuranco
| was very positive on that point,  And
here I waut to remark that it's saying o
good deal if n girl can be up all night
in sach excitement and still look fresh
| and pretty, and that sho did.

I ordered the crew to look about, and
| then began a big cirele around the train.
| Finding nothing, I swung a bigger one.

That being cqually unavailing, T did a
| larger thind. Not a tracoe of foot or hoof
within o half mile of the ears! I had
heard of blankets laid down to conoeal o
trail of swathed foot, even of leathern
horse boots with exttle hoofs o the bot-
tom, bt none of these conld have boen
used for soch n distance, lot alono tho
entire absenco of any signs of a place
whore the horses had been hobbled. Re-
turning to the train, the report of the
{ men was the same,

“We've ghost road agents to deal
| with, Miss Cullen,” § langhed. “They
| come from nowhere, ballets touch themn
i not, their lead hurts nobody, they take

{ nothing, and they disappear withont
| tonching the 4
““How curious it 15! she exclaimed.
' “‘Onoe would almost suppose it adream. ™
“Hold on, " Isaid. “*We dbhave some-
thing tangible, for if they disappeared
they loft thefr shells behind them.'
And I pointed to some eartridge gholls
that lay on the gromml beside the mail
onr, My theory of nerial bullets won't

*“The shells are na hollow ns I feel,"
langhed Miss Culles,

“Your suggestion reminds me that I
am desperately ly v,"' I said. *‘Bup-
i pose we go back naﬂ end the famine, '

Most of the passengers had long since
roturnod te their seats or borths, and
Mr. Callen's purty had apparently done
the same, for 218 showed no‘il{gn-ot
life. Omne of my darkies was awake, and
be broiled a steak and made ns some
ooffeo in no time, and just as they wero

Albert appeared, So we
jolly litle broakfast. o
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marvel the more that any one of them
was alive, for apparently they had jump-
ed off the car without the slightest pre-
cantion and had stood gronped together
even dfter they had cullod atténtion to
themselves by Lord Ralles' shots. Cul-
len had to confess that he heard the
whistle of the four bullets unpleasantly
close,

“Youn have a riglit to be proud, Mr.
Cullen, 1 said. “*Yon fellows did .a
tremendously plucky thing, and, thanks
to you, we didn’t lose anything.'

““But you weut to help, too, Mr. Gor-
don, "’ said Miss Cullen. .

That made me color up, and after a
moment's hesitation I said:

“I'm not going to sail under false
colors, Miss Cullen. When I went for-
ward, I didn't think I conld do any-
thing. I supposed whoever had pitched
into the robbers was dead, and I expect-
ed to be the same inside of ten minates. '’

“Then why did you risk youor life,”
sho nsked, ‘{f you thonght it was nse-
loss®"

I langhed, and, thongh ashamed to
tell it, said, "I didn't want you to think
that the Britishers had more pluck than
I hod. "

Shie took my confession better than I

hoped she would, lnughing with me,
and then said, “*Well, that was courn-
geous, after ull.’”

“You,"" Isaid. **Iwas frightened into
bravery, "

“Perhaps if they had known the dan-
ger as well s yon, they would have
been less conrngeons,’’ ghe continued,
Aid T could have blessed her for the
B ch,

While yro were still eating, the mail
elerk came to my cur and roported that
the most carcfal scareh had failed to
discover the three registered lettors, and
they had evidently been taken. This
made me feel sober, slight us the prob-
able loss was, He told me that his list
showed they were all addressed to Ash
Forks, A, T., making it improbable thas
their contents conld be of any real valae,
If possible, I was more puzzled than
ever,

At 6:10 the runner whistled to show
he had steam up. I told one of the

brakemen to stay behind and then went

1 |

8o wo made a vory Jolly Hitle breakfast,
into 218. Mr. Callen was still dressing,
but I expressed my rogrots through the
door that I could not go with his party
to the Grand ennyon: told him that all
the stage mrmgements had been com-
pleted and promised to join him there
in case my luck wis goo.  Then I saw
Frederie far a moment to see how he
wns (for I hod neprly forgotten him in
the cxcitcso ey, to find that he was
gaaming all e tme and preparing even
to get up. When I returned to the sa-
loon, the rest of the party were there,
and I said goodby to the captain and
Albert. Thoen I tamed to Lord Ralles,
and, holding cut my hand, said:

“Lord Ralles, I joked a little tho
other morning about the way you
thonght road agents ought to be treated.
You have turned the joke very neatly
and pluckily, and I want to apologize
for myself and thank you for the rail-
road. '

““Neither is necesaary,' he suld air-
ily, protending not to seo my hand,

I never claimed to have a good tem-
per, and it was all T eonld do to hold
my#ell in. I turned to Missi Cullen to
wish her apleasant trip, nul the thought
that this might be our last mecting
made me forget even Lard Rallea

*“1 hopo it fsn't goodby, but only an
revoir, "' sho said.  ** Whether or no, yon
must let us see you some time in Chi-
cago, 0 that I may show yon how grate-
ful I am for all the plonsure youn have
added to our trip.'' Then, as I stepped
down off my platform, she Joaned over
the rail of 218 and sald in o low veice,
*1 thought you were just as brave as
the rest, Mr. Gordon, and now I thiok
yon are Lraver, "’

I turned impnlsively and said, **You
would think so, Miss Cullen, if you
know tho sacrifige I am making, "' Then,
without looking at her, 1 gave tho sig-
nal, the bell rang, and No, 8 palled off,
1 saw was o

my throut and wens to the feregrapn in-
strument. I wired Coolidge to give the
alurm to Fort Wingate, Fort Apache,
Fgrt Thomus, Fort Grant, Fort Bayard
and Fort Whipple, thongh I thought the
precantion a mere wasto of encrgy. Then
I sent the brakeman up to connect the
cut wire.

“Two of the bullets struck up here,
Mr, Gordon, '’ the man called from the
top of the pole. .

“‘Sarely not!" I exclaimed.

*“Yes, gir,’’ he responded. **The bal-
let holes are brand new. '

I took in the lay of the land, the em-
bers of the fire ghowing me how the
train had lain. ‘I don't wonder nobody
was hit,”" I exclaimed, ‘*if that's nsam-
ple of their shooting. Some one was a
worse rattled man than I ever expeot to
be. Dig the bullets out, Douglas, so that
we can have a look at them,

He brought them down in a minute.
They proved to be winchesters, ns I had
expocted, for they were on the side from
which the robbers must have fired.

“That chap must have been full of
Arizona tanglefoot to have fired as wild
a8 ho did,”" I ejaculated and walked
over to where the mail car had stood to
soo just how bad the shooting was, When
I got there and faced about, it was real-
1y impossible to believe any muan could
have done so badly, for raising my own
winchester to the pole put it 20 degrees
ount of range aud nearly 40 degrees in
the aiv.  Yet there were the oartridge
ghells on the ground to ghow that I was
in the place from which the shots had
Loen fired.

While I was still cogitating over this
the special train I had ordered out from
Flagstaflf came in sight and in a few
| moments was stopped where I was. Tt
consisted of a siring of thyee flats and
a box car and brought the sheriff, a doz-
en cowboys whom he, had sworn in s
deputies and their horses, Twas hopeful
that with these fellows' greater skill in
such matters they conld find what I had
not, but after a thorough exemination
of the ground within n mile of the rob-
bery they were as much ot fault as [ had
beon.,

“Them ensses must bave o dougout
nigh abouts, for they comldn't 'a’ gob
away without wings,'' the sheriff sar-
mised.

I didn't put much stock lu tha ides
eud told the sheriil so,

“Waal, rouud up a better one,’’ was
his retort.

Not being able to do that, I told him
of the bullets in the telegraph pole and
took ldm over to where the mail car
huud stood.

“Jerngalom erickots!™ was his com-
ment as ho measured the ainu ““Jf that's
‘ where they put two of their pills,
| must have pumped the other four in
the moon, **

“What other fonr?'’ I asked.

"'Shots!” he replied sententionsly.
|  "The rond agents only fired fonr
| times, " I told him. 3
|~ “Them and your pards must have
| been protty nigh together for a minute,
| then,*' he enid, pointing to the ground.

I glanced down, and, sure enough,
there wero six empty cartridge sholls, I
stood looking Llankly at them, hardly
nble to believe what T saw, for Albert
Cullen had said distinesly that the frain
robbers'had flred only four times, and
that the last three winchester shots I
had heard had been fired by himself.
Then, without speaking, T walked slow-
Iy back, searching along the edgo of the
roadbed for more shells; but, thongh I
went beyond the point where the
car had stood, not one did I find. Any
man who has fired a winchester knows
that it drops its gmpty shell fn loading,
and I conld therefore draw anly one con-
clhsion—nnmely, that all seven dis-
charges of the winchesters had oconrred
up by the mail car. I had henrd of
sapposing they had fired
through hearing another go off, but
a repeating rifle one has to fire
ono can reload. The fact
that Albert Callen ef
winchester np by the mail car
had not fired it at all. In either 3
had lied, and Lord Ralles and C
Ackland bad backed him wo o it

[T0 nE CONTINUED, ]

At the Baok Door.
Tramp—Have you anything, mﬂ -
:o!?mm for a poor wayfarer this
DR
Madam—Yes. Yon can go right
out tothe wood shed and indulge in

cold cbops and cuts to your heart's con-
e . : 8 Cons.

E

st

E

N

Constipation
Causes fully balf the siokness in the world, 1§
and produsss

g

A

retalns the digested food too long in the
in tho boy |

B

= o

4000 B KN

—

ATAISSO T A

T

AR




